


This leads to better informed decision making by the judiciary 
and a more efficient legal process. When a litigant appears 
unrepresented, cases often take longer, as judges must take 
extra care to ensure fairness or correct a procedural mistake. 
By providing professional assistance, legal aid reduces these 
inefficiencies and improve overall access to justice. 

Civil legal aid also strengthens communities and promotes 
self-sufficiency. Consider: 

• When child support is enforced, children are lifted out of poverty.

• When tenants have counsel, unlawful evictions decline, and
housing stability is preserved.

• When benefits like Medicaid are restored, families avoid
medical debt and economic ruin.

Every legal aid success story reduces reliance on public assistance, 
prevents crises from spiraling, and allows individuals to contribute 
more fully to society. Many legal problems - unpaid wages, unlawful 
evictions, denial of healthcare, predatory lending practices -
disproportionately affect those already living in poverty. Left 
unresolved, these issues can spiral leading to homelessness, 
unemployment, or family breakdown. By intervening early, legal aid 
can prevent problems from escalating. It can empower individuals 
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by providing them with knowledge and confidence to assert their 
rights. Over time, this creates stronger, more resilient communities 

in which people are better able to participate fully in civic life. 

Consequently, every time legal aid strengthens a family or prevents 

a crisis, it also affirms the core values of our profession. 

Moreover, while legal aid programs require investment, they also 

produce significant economic social returns. Every dollar spent 

on legal aid can save multiple dollars in avoided costs, such as 
emergency housing or medical care. In addition, legal aid supports 
economic productivity. Workers who secure unpaid wages, tenants 

who maintain stable housing and families who resolve custodial 

disputes are better able to contribute to their communities and 

economies. In this way, legal aid is not simply a charitable 

service but an essential part of a healthy, functioning society. 

The Lawyer's Role: Pro Bono, Giving, and Advocacy 

Our profession has a proud tradition of service. But the scale of 

today's justice gap demands that each of us consider how we c;an 

help. Utah Rule of Professional Conduct 6.1 reminds us that this is 

more than goodwill - it is a professional responsibility. Lawyers 

are called to devote time, financial support, or programmatic 

involvement to ensure equal access to justice. 

I see three primary avenues: 

Pro Bono Representation 
The Utah State Bar's Access to Justice Office, together with AJFA 

partners, coordinates numerous opportunities - from pro se 

calendars to virtual legal clinics. Even a few hours of your time 

can change the trajectory of someone's life. 

Financial Support 
Individual attorney gifts and law firm contributions through the 

Leadership Campaign for Equal Justice provide the steady funding 

that keeps AJFA's partners serving clients every day. This support is 

essential; without it, thousands of Utahns would be left without help. 

Advocacy and Leadership 
We must also use our voices to advocate for robust public funding of 

legal aid. Federal and state dollars are at risk, even as demand grows. 

Legislators, policymakers, and the public need to hear from us that 

civil legal aid is essential infrastructure, not an optional add-on. 

A Call to the Utah Bar Community 
As your Bar President, I view this not only as an invitation but as 

an obligation. Access to justice is the cornerstone of our legal 

system, and it cannot be realized without the active participation 

of the legal profession. 






